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Abstract

This study aimed at finding out whether or not there are any significant differences between the students who
are taught by using neurological impress method and the students who are taught by using a conventional
method in reading ability. The population of this study was 63 students of SMK Nurul Huda Sukaraja. From the
population, there were 22 students taken as a sample of experimental class and 21 students were as control
class. The sample was taken using purposive sampling. In carrying out the study, the writer used a quasi-
experimental design. Finally, the data were analyzed by using the independent t-st formula. And based on the
result of findings, it was found that the mean of posttest score in the experimental class was 6.83 and the control
class was 5.08. Beside that, the t-gptained Was 6.25 and the t-ape With df 41 (43-2) with 0.05 significant level was
2.02. therefore, the study concludes that the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted because the t-obtained
was lowest than the t-table (6.25 > 2.02). It also meant that there were any significant differences between
students who are taught by using Neurological Impress Method (NIM) and who are taught by using Conventional
Method.
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INTRODUCTION

As an International language, English is used for communication among the nation and has
become one of the most important languages in the world as explained by Cook cited in Nasrudin
(2012:1). Because of that, mastering the English language is very important for people in this era. It
means that mastering English and reading skills are really beneficial to people in comprehending the
written materials. Therefore, the English subject includes four skills. They are listening, speaking,
writing and reading. Those skills help students mastering English. Thus, students should master these
skills in order to be proficient in English. One of the language skills is reading. Pollard (2008:44)
stated that reading is a receptive skill and an active process. In reading, students should be able to
understand the text, predict what will come next and bringing his or her knowledge of the language to
the text such as the components of the language like spelling, vocabulary, grammars, and students
difficult to find main ideas of the text. In addition, Richards and Renandya (2002:277), reading for
comprehension is the primary purpose of reading. Therefore student is always asked to comprehend
reading texts by their teacher. In order to do that, it is expected that students are good readers who
are able to comprehend a text efficiently. Based on the statement above reading comprehension is
one important in reading.

Reading is one of the English skills besides speaking, listening and writing. It is the way to
understand written messages. According to Aebersold and Field citied in Khalaji (2012:136) define
reading as follows: "Reading is what happens when people look at a text and assign meaning to the
written symbols in that text. According to Pang (2003:06), reading is defined as understanding written
texts. He says that reading consists of two related processes: word recognition and comprehension.
Word recognition is defined as the process of getting how written symbols correspond to one's spoken
language while comprehension is the process of making the meaning of a word, sentences, and
connected text. He adds his statement that the reader who has background knowledge, vocabulary,
grammatical knowledge, experience with text and other strategies can help them understand written
texts.
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In addition, Tankersley (2003:90) stated good readers have a purpose for reading and use
their experiences and background knowledge to make sense of the text. The readers can transfer
their idea and know to mean from words and sentences. By reading, students can comprehend
information and the purpose of a message in the text.

Therefore, based on some definitions above the writer conclude that reading can be defined
as the instantaneous recognition of variously written symbol with existing knowledge and it also can
be defined as comprehension of the information and the idea communicated. It means that when a
reader interacts with printed messages, he tries to get the visual (written) information result or to get
meaning in comprehending the messages or the texts from the writer. It also can be said that reading
not only the process of getting the written symbols correspond to one's spoken languages but it is
also the process of making the meaning of words, sentences, and connected text that can be called
comprehension.

Based on the observation, the writer found that there are some problems in reading
comprehension. They have difficulties to find out specific information which presented in a text or
comprehended the text such as they didn't understand the content of the text, they were couldn't
answer the question that related to the text, And also they feel bored and lazy to understanding the
text, especially it was a long text. So based on some problems above, the teaching-learning process
between the teacher and the student's in the class were bad and low.

The way to solve the student's difficulties in reading the writer used the Neurological Impress
Method (NIM). Neurological Impress Method (NIM) is one of the methods appropriate to improve
reading comprehension. According to Alper (2016:283), NIM is the method of improving reading by
supporting and without threatening. It is an enjoyable method of improving reading activities with the
child. Moreover, Flood, Lapp, and Fisher (2005:145) state Neurological Impress Method (NIM) Helps
the students build confidence and focuses on comprehension and develops reading fluency and
comfort in reading.

In teaching reading, there are many methods that can be applied by the teachers. One of the
methods appropriate to improve reading comprehension is Neurological Impress Method (NIM).
Neurological Impress Method (NIM) is a form of paired reading in which students and tutor read the
same text almost simultaneously. Sitting side by side, the tutor reads a text slightly faster and louder
than the student while both follow the text with their fingers. (Heckelman, 1969). According to
Townsend cited in Alper (2016:283) Neurological Impress Method (NIM) is the method of improving
reading by supporting and without threatening. It is an enjoyable method of improving reading
activities with the child.

Besides that, Flood, Lapp, and Fisher (2005:145) state Neurological Impress Method (NIM)
Helps the students build confidence and focuses on comprehension and develops reading fluency
and comfort in reading. In addition, Heckelman suggested that teachers increased the motivation of
students during the NIM process. Because of the one-to-one interaction between teacher and student
will give a psychological influence. (Flood, Lapp and Fisher, 2005:147-160).

Advantages of the Neurological Impress Method (NIM) are reading aloud gives the teacher a
valid way of evaluating the progress of reading skill, that is intonation, word pressure, beheading,
phrasing, and finding specific teaching needs, reading aloud provides verbal practice for reader and
enhances the listening ability for listeners, reading aloud is the teacher's medium in guiding wisely, it
can be used to improve the ability to adjust to shy students. Meanwhile, for disadvantages are aloud
requires more power than reading in the heart, reading in the heart most popular than reading aloud,
and reading aloud caused a commotion.

METHODOLOGY

In this study, the writer used quantitative research. Quantitative research has two methods
commonly used, namely survey and experimental method. According to Cohen (2005:212-218)
classified experimental method into three design; pre-experimental, quasi-experimental, and true
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experimental. Here the writer chosen quasi experimentalAccording to Hatch and Farhady (1982:24),
guasi-experimental designs are practical compromise true experimentation and the natures of human
language behavior which use with it investigate. In this study, there were two groups which consist of
two classes is used as the sample in this design, they were the experimental group and control group.
Two groups were given the same materials of the same topics. The experimental group was taught
through the Neurological Impress Method (NIM), whereas the control group was not taught through
the Neurological Impress Method (NIM). Before the treatment, a pretest was given both groups. After
treatment, the posttest of the instrument was given to them. It could compare the students™ ability in
the experiment group and control group, so the writer can see what the media which is taught can be
applied and the result could be successfully applied in the class.

There are two kinds of variables in this study. They are the dependent and independent
variable. The first variable is the Neurological Impress Method (NIM) as an independent variable. And
the second variable is the student's reading ability as the dependent variable. Meanwhile, the
population of this study was the tenth-grade students of SMK Nurul Huda Sukaraja with the total
number of the population are 63 students. There are three classes, namely X Akuntansi, X
Administrasi Perkantoran, X Multimedia. In this study, the writer used purposive sampling to take the
sample. The total number of the sample in this study was 43.

For collecting the data, the writer used the test. And there are two kinds of test in this study:
the pretest and the posttest. The pretest will be given before the experimental and the posttest will be
given after the treatment in order to know the development of student's reading achievement. And for
the test as the instrument, it is measured by content validity (test specification). Moreover, To find out
the reliability of the test items, the writer did the try out to other students (nonsampling). Dealing with
it, Fraenkel and Wallen (1990:136) stated that for research purposes, a useful rule was that reliability
should be at least 0.70 or preferably higher. The result of the reliability was 0.71 So, it could be
concluded that the test items were reliable.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

There are some steps for teaching reading ability by using the Neurological Impress Method
(NIM). They are as follows: 1) The teacher distributes the text to all students, 2) Then all students and
teachers read the text with a loud voice, 3) After all students and teachers finish reading in a
concurrent voice, 4) The teacher asks the students to read the text aloud in front of the class one by
one, 5) Students repeat reading that have been corrected by the teacher in a loud voice, and 6) In
this stage, reading students from time to time, with practice, the number of errors will decrease and/or
the number of text read will increase. Moreover, Neurological impress method is “a system of rapid-
unison reading by the student and teacher” (Lerner & Johns). Heckelman (2015:4) adds that NIM is
“an impress, an etching in of word memories on the natural processes”. Together, the teacher and
student read a passage in the book. The teacher points to the words and reads aloud with the
student. The teacher’s voice may be louder and faster than the student’s voice, but the goal is to
create confidence in a reader’s ability to read. With this method, the teacher becomes a role model of
what a good reader should sound like and lets the child enjoy reading without the stress of reading by
him or herself.

In this section, the writer presents the findings of the study that was already done. Findings
highlight the result normality, homogeneity, and hypothesis that were taken during the research.

The result of this research based on the findings showed that Neurological Impress Method
(NIM) is can be applied for successfully in reading ability of the tenth-grade students of SMK Nurul
Huda Sukaraja. To know the significant different score in reading ability, the test was calculated by
using the formula as follow:
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CONCLUSION

Based on the analysis of the findings and discussions, it was found that the value of ts Was
6.25 at the significance level a=5% in a two-tailed test with df=43 (43-2 = 41). The critical value of tyg;
was 2.02 since the value of tg Was higher than the critical value of ties, it means that there was any
significant difference achievement between both of experimental class was taught by using
Neurological Impress Method (NIM) and control class was taught by using conventional method.
Therefore, alternative hypotheses (Ha) was accepted and null hypotheses (Ho) was rejected.
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